Scoring Touchdowns for Technology and Kids
Helping Kids Get Ahead of the Game and Evens the Playing Field by Putting Computers in Classrooms
Toronto, Ontario - June 18, 2003 
ROOM 27 is a community initiative, created by Toronto Argonauts running back Michael Jenkins.  The CFL All-Star is committed to giving underprivileged youth the best chance to succeed academically and in life.  ROOM 27 has Michael Jenkins teaming up with reBOOT Canada to put computers into inner-city schools in the GTA.  In an age where video and computer games are king, technology can be used to generate unique and motivating opportunities to attract kids to learning. 
To date Phantom Industries, BMO Financial group, and Men are From Mars – Gifts for Guys have all pledged to donate $227 for every touchdown Michael scores this season to help pay for much needed computers in the inner-city schools.  ROOM 27 helps the schools, the students and their families by bridging the “digital divide” between them and students who can afford personal computers. 
Once the computers are installed, Michael visits his schools to talk to kids about computers.  He helps the students become comfortable using the technology.  Learning comes alive and becomes exciting with computers.  
“It wasn’t that I wasn’t a smart kid, but I wasn’t a good student,” said Jenkins. “Once I got my hands on a computer, it opened up a whole new world for me and changed how I felt about school and learning.”

He added, “I want to share that experience with other kids, so that they will have many opportunities open to them in the future.” 

Success in both life and athletics can be attributed to many factors.  One factor is dependent on a child’s ability to learn and their ability to solve problems.  Classroom sizes each year continue to expand; the importance of technology in the classroom isn’t about replacing a teacher, but giving kids additional tools seek out answers and learn how to solve problems with the support of their mentors. In effect, when education is engaging and fun, kids learn at a much faster rate.   

reBOOT Canada is a non-profit charitable organization providing computer hardware, training and technical support to charities, non-profits and people with limited access to technology. For more information please visit www.rebootcanada.on.ca.
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